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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify:

1. Cognitive independence of kindergarten students.

2. The preoccupation with learning among the students of the kindergarten
department.

3. The relationship between cognitive independence and preoccupation with
learning among female kindergarten students.

4. The significance of the statistical differences in the correlation between
cognitive independence and preoccupation with learning according to the
educational stage variable.

5. The extent of the contribution of cognitive independence to the variation in
the preoccupation with learning among the female students of the
kindergarten department.

The research sample consisted of (400) female students from the
Kindergarten Department in the College of Basic Education / Al-
Mustansiriya University, and their selection was by stratified random method.

To achieve the goals, two tools were used, the first tool is the cognitive
independence scale, which the researcher prepared. Opinions, self-
assessment, decision-making) with a total of 12 items for each of these areas,
while the second tool is the learning engagement scale. Translation of the
scale’s paragraphs. The measure of engaging in learning consists of (37)
items distributed over five domains (active cooperative learning, student
effort, academic challenges, students’ interactions with the faculty, support
for learners) and the items are distributed over the domains. The first domain
had 7 items and the second 8 paragraphs, the third 9 paragraphs, the fourth 6
paragraphs, and the fifth field contains 7 paragraphs.

The psychometric properties of the scales were verified through the apparent
validity by displaying the scales’ items to (12) experts, in addition to
conducting the statistical analysis of the items using the two extreme groups’
method, in addition to finding the construct validity by the way the
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paragraph’s degree is related to the total degree of the scale and the
paragraph’s degree is related to the total degree of the domain to which it
belongs. , and the correlation of the domains of the scale among them, and
the reliability of the cognitive independence measure was verified by the re-
test method, which amounted to (0.845) and by the internal consistency
method (Cronbach) which reached (0.908), and the reliability coefficient of
the learning engagement scale by the retest method was (0.741) and by the
method of retesting. The internal consistency (Cronbach) reached (0.701),
and after applying the two tools to the research sample and analyzing the
data, the researcher reached the following results:

1. The Kkindergarten students are distinguished by their cognitive
independence.

2. The students of the Kindergarten Department have a preoccupation with
learning.

3. There is a correlative relationship between cognitive independence and
preoccupation with learning among female students of the Kindergarten
Department.

4. There are differences in the relationship between cognitive independence
and preoccupation with learning according to the variable of the study stage,
and this difference is in favor of the second stage.

5. Cognitive independence contributes to preoccupation with learning, but the
percentage of this contribution is not large.

A number of recommendations were reached in the light of the research
results, including:

1. That the institutions of culture, media, education and universities undertake
the task of spreading awareness of the importance of cognitive independence
and engaging in learning.

2. Establishing training and counseling programs to enhance the concept of
cognitive independence for the female students of the Kindergarten
Department. A number of proposals were also reached in the light of the
research results, including:

1. Conducting a study similar to the current research on different samples,
such as kindergarten teachers.
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2. Conducting a study of the relationship of cognitive independence with

other variables such as (bearing responsibility, social comparison, quality of
life)

Keywords: preoccupation with learning, Kindergarten students
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