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Abstract:   

      This study is a contrastive syntactic analysis for the purpose of showing the 

possibility of transforming finite subordinate sentences into non-finite and verbless 

sentences. Some English and Arabic adverbial finite sentences could be changed 

into non-finite or verbless sentences. This change may occur by ellipting some 

parts of the subordinate sentences or by converting the finite verb into a non-finite 

verb. The present study deals with the problem of transforming finite subordinate 

sentences into non-finite and verbless sentences as they appear within the context 

of the complex sentence. These sentences have different sorts of syntactic 

structures which could pose problems to translators. This study aims at 

demonstrating (1) Whether all types of English subordinate adverbial sentences, 

which have a finite verb, can be transformed into non-finite or verbless sentences 

and (2) Whether Arabic has surface structures which correspond to the English 

non-finite or verbless sentences.  This study limits itself to the subordinate 

adverbial sentences as they appear within the context of the complex sentence. 

Other types of subordinate sentences, nominal or adjectival, are beyond the scope 

of this study.  It is hoped that this study is of some theoretical and practical value 

to those concerned with syntactic structures and translation.  

    The methodology adopted in dealing with the subject under investigation is 

Transformational- Generative Grammar. 

Key words: finite sentence, non-finite sentence, syntax, translation, verbless 

sentence, subordinate sentence . 
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      A complex sentence, which contains one or more adverbial sentences, is a type 

of syntactic  structure where the syntactic and semantic relations between the 

superordinate sentence and the subordinate sentence are assumed to be determined, 

in many cases, in the deep structure, especially if  the adverbial sentence is 

transferred into a verbless sentence or into a sentence with a non-finite verb. In this 

connection, Chomsky (1970: 139) says:  

“Grammatical relations are defined in a general way in terms of 

configuration within phrase-markers [ tree Diagram] and that 

semantic interpretation involves only these grammatical relations 

specified in deep structure although it may also involve certain 

properties of surface structure “ * 

*For further information, see (Radford, 2004: 94 , Liles, 2012: 66, Koutsoudas, 2011: 78) 

It is to be mentioned that the term “subordinate sentence” will be used throughout 

this study to replace the traditional term “subordinate clause”. Transformational- 

Generative Grammar (henceforth T.T.G), the model which will be adopted in this 

study, rightly considers the clause to be a sentence embedded in the superordinate 

sentence to form a complex sentence.  
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Conclusions  
     This study has shown that English uses translated non-finite or verbless 

subordinate sentences more extensively than Arabic does. In some cases, 

especially in the subordinate sentences of time, purpose, proportion and cause, 

Arabic can use non-finite or verbless subordinate sentences. This state of affairs 

means that in many cases, the translator has to back-transform these English non-

finite or verbless sentences into their deep structure before translating them, since  

it has been demonstrated through our extensive examples that a surface word-for-

word translation of many of such sentences will yield ill-formed Arabic translation. 

      It is also noticed that not all English finite subordinate sentences accept 

transforming them into non-finite or verbless sentences. The English subordinate 

sentence of result introduced by the subordinator “such …. that” can not be 

converted into non-finite or verbless sentences, which will mean that translating 

such sentences is easier than translating transformed non-finite and verbless 

sentences since the surface structure of the former is identical with the deep 

structure.  
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 :مستخلص البحث

يوكي ححىيل بعض الجول الظرفيت الوعلقت الاًكليزيت والعربيت الوحذدة الزهي الى جول        

غير هحذدة الزهي أوالى جول لا فعليت. وقذ يخن هذا الخحىيل بحذف بعض أجزاء الجول الوعلقت 

أو بخحىيل الفعل الوحذد الزهي الى فعل غير هحذد الزهي. وقذ لا يكىى ببلاهكبى حرجوت بعض 

الاًكليزيت السطحيت الوعلقت , وخصىصب حلك الخي خضعج لحذف أو حلك الخي يخخلف  الجول

بٌبؤهب السطحي عي بٌيخهب العويقت  ًخيجت لخحىلاث هعيٌت, الى العربيت هببشرة بسبب عذم وجىد 

 البٌيت السطحيت الوكبفئت , لذا يجب ححىيل هذٍ الجول الى بٌبهب العويقت قبل حرجوخهب الى العربيت

. 
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