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Urban Memory in Cities: A Study in Spatial and Temporal
Transformations
Sawsan Subhi Hamdan
College of Basic Education* / Department of Geography

Abstract

This study explores the concept of urban memory as the link between
place and people across time, with a particular focus on Baghdad as a city
rich in historical symbols and architectural landmarks. The significance of
the research lies in highlighting the relationship between collective identity
and spatial transformations resulting from urban and political changes. The
study aims to analyze how these transformations reflect on the identity of the
city and its inhabitants, based on the hypothesis that urban memory is a
dynamic, continuous, and renewable process shaped through the interaction
between residents and their urban environment. The findings reveal that
Baghdad’s urban heritage faces numerous challenges, most notably the risk
of losing authenticity due to ongoing modernization, the adoption of
contemporary Western styles, and the difficulty of balancing development
with preservation—especially in light of high restoration costs and limited
community participation.
Keywords: City of Baghdad, Urban Memory, Architectural Heritage
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