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The Spanish Empire under Habsburg Rule
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Abstract

King Philip 11, a member of the Habsburg dynasty, ascended to the Spanish
throne and ruled a vast and diverse empire between 1556 and 1598. During
his reign, he encountered numerous challenges, including religious conflicts
that dominated Europe at the time. The continent was deeply divided by
struggles between Catholics and Protestants, and Philip Il was firmly
committed to the Catholic faith. Spain also became involved in rivalry and
conflict with England, which was emerging as a growing maritime power.
Despite these challenges, the Spanish Empire achieved significant
accomplishments, particularly during the reigns of Philip Il and Philip IV.
Among these achievements were the expansion of Spanish influence and the
exploration and colonization of new territories in the Americas and Asia.
The Habsburg era also witnessed a remarkable cultural flourishing, as many
Spanish artists, writers, and scholars rose to

prominence and gained international recognition for their contributions.
Keywords: Spanish Empire, Castile, Philip Il, Armada
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