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Abstract:

The study of the First Crusade is of great importance, not only because it
documents the beginning of the Crusades, but also because it demonstrates,
from the outset, the existence of political, economic, and expansionist
objectives behind those wars, which assumed a religious character in order
to unify Christians under the banner of the Cross to invade the East and
wrest the homeland of Christ from the hands of the Muslims. This study has
focused on the massacres committed by the Crusaders in Europe during the
First Crusade on their way to the East, where thousands of people were
killed for various reasons, or perhaps for no reason other than being Jews.
This did not remain limited to the Jews alone, but went beyond that to
include Christians themselves under the pretext of opposing the passage of
the Crusaders through their lands. Consequently, the massacres to which the
Jews in particular were subjected refute the validity of the view that the
Crusades were launched at their instigation.

Keywords: The First Crusade, Peter the Hermit, Urban II.
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