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Population growth rate and population distribution in Najaf
Governorate in 1997 and 2024
Assistant Professor: Abbas Majid Hassan
Ministry of Education / General Directorate of Education, Baghdad,
Al-Rusafa Third District
drabbasmajid491@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research examines the spatial variation in population growth and
distribution in Najaf Governorate by conducting a comparative analysis
between the 1997 census data, preliminary results, and 2024 projections. The
study aims to reveal the geodemographic changes that have occurred in the
districts and sub-districts over a period of nearly three decades, during which
the governorate witnessed radical political, economic, and social
transformations. The research relied on statistical indicators of population
growth (annual growth rate) and spatial distribution using) techniques to
produce digital maps illustrating development gaps between administrative
units. The research concluded that there is a clear variation in growth rates,
with urban centers (Najaf and Kufa districts) recording tremendous growth
due to immigration and religious and economic attraction, compared to
slower growth in rural and remote areas. This places significant pressure on
infrastructure and municipal services. The study concluded that there has
been a massive demographic shift in Najaf Governorate, with the total
population jumping from 775,042 to 1,950,833, representing an annual
growth rate of 3%. This surge is driven by a massive population
concentration in the city of Najaf, which now boasts nearly 890,200
inhabitants due to its religious and economic appeal. Meanwhile, the Al-
Haydariya sub-district recorded the highest exceptional growth rate at 4.2%,
attributed to its strategic location, while the remote desert sub-district of Al-
Shabaka experienced the lowest growth rate at 0.3%. This stark contrast
reflects a stark disparity between urban centers of attraction and areas
experiencing population decline due to inadequate services and
environmental challenges.

Keywords: Population growth, Spatial distribution, Najaf Governorate.
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