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Shintoism: Its Historical Origins and Beliefs
Muhammad Karim Muhammad Ali
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts
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Abstract:

This research examines Shinto as the indigenous religion of Japan and
one of the most influential elements of Japanese cultural and religious
identity. The study aims to explore the historical origins of Shinto,
analyze its fundamental beliefs, and trace its development throughout
different historical periods. The findings indicate that Shinto emerged
from ancient folk beliefs centered on the worship of nature and ancestors,
while the concept of Kami constitutes the core of its religious worldview.
The study also highlights the role of Japan’s natural environment in
shaping Shinto thought and discusses the significance of early religious
texts such as Kojiki and Nihon Shoki in preserving Japanese mythology
and religious traditions.

Furthermore, the research investigates the relationship between Shinto
and Buddhism, emphasizing the long-standing interaction and
coexistence between the two traditions and their impact on Japanese
religious life. It also examines the role of Shinto in supporting the
imperial institution, particularly during the Meiji era, as well as its
position in contemporary Japanese society. The study concludes that
Shinto has functioned not only as a religion but also as a cultural and
civilizational framework that has contributed significantly to the
formation and continuity of Japanese identity.

Keywords: Shinto, Kami, Japan, Eastern Religions, Buddhism, Cultural
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