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Abstract

The aim of the research was to identify the level of availability of free will among
employees in youth and sports forums, to determine the level of adoption of
sustainable development in these forums from the employees’ perspective, and to
examine the contribution of free will to sustainable development in youth and sports
forums from their viewpoint. The researcher hypothesized that there is a significant
correlation, as well as a meaningful effect, between the results of the free will scale
and those of the sustainable development scale from the perspective of the study
sample. The study adopted the descriptive method using a correlational approach. The
research population consisted of permanent employees working continuously on the
official staff in youth and sports forums in Baghdad for the year (2025), totaling
(1,107) individuals. From this population, Al-Rusafa Forum was intentionally
selected, comprising (250) individuals to represent the total research sample,
accounting for (22.584%) of the population. This sample was divided into three sub-
samples: exploratory, construction, and application samples. After completing the
procedural and statistical construction of the two scales, they were applied through the
main survey study to the application sample, and the results were processed using the
(SPSS) system. The findings indicated that the free will and sustainable development
scales are valid for measuring what they were designed for, are suitable for employees
in youth and sports forums, and meet the scientific criteria required for acceptance in
sports management. Moreover, free will is positively and significantly correlated with
sustainable development from the employees’ perspective. An increase in the level of
free will contributes directly to an increase in the level of sustainable development in
youth and sports forums. The study recommended that youth and sports forums
should increase their attention to enhancing the level of free will among employees
due to its role in improving sustainable development within these institutions. It also
recommended benefiting from academic expertise in sports management in colleges
of physical education and sports sciences to support free will among employees,
thereby contributing to increased sustainable development and the achievement of
planned objectives.
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