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The functional aesthetics in product design
Gasim Khazaal Baheel

1. Abstract

Functional aesthetics is a conceptual dimension of product aesthetics,
which is differ from the formal aesthetics. Because the considerations of
aesthetics in this aspect, adds by the user, and the designer tend to imply it
in product design as essential content, received by the user through the
interaction process. and through the benefits the user get from the

product’s intended functionality, through the physical and meaningful

aspects. In this dimension (the functional aesthetics), 1 am trying to
establish objective principles to the judgment of taste in this area. The
functional aesthetics defined as : * the integration of power and simplicity
in invention, which is the key element to develop the products, that help
the user to liberated from the outside logic of products toward a *
Symbiosis creative” between the user and the products utilities”. Products
defined as “ the things that within its features gives pleasure to human, in a
way or another”. This definition arise two points of view: the use value and
the exchange value. The use value refer to the benefits of product functions
while exchange value refer to the exchange situation between the user and
the product. In fact, the exchange situations between the user and the
products, presented here in the form of functional aesthetics, which is a one
side of the exchange values between the user and the product, which 1s
overlapped with the considerations of benefits and usability, and its final
results will be formed as a pleasure that will be received from attending
product functionality.
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