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Abstract

One of the main goals of EFL teachers is to help the students to be
autonomous leamers so that they will be able to learn by themselves. William &
Burden (1997) define an antonomous leamer as “the one who is equipped with
the appropriate skills and strategies to learn a language in a sell-instructed way™
It is =aid that project- based learning (PBL) is worth investigating as it motivates
students” learning autonomy (William & Burden, 1997:pl147) In the current
research project-based learning was used on a sample of ¥3 male/female College
students which are dmvided mto two groups ol the 3 stage mm College of
Education /Dept. of English MUniversity of Salahaddin -lrag for the teaching year
2001 2-2013.

The study attempts to investigate the student’s attitudes towards this
new method of learning as it was used for the first time in this course. By the
end of the academic vear2012-2013 the researcher distnbuted a 5-likart scale
questionnaire on the 3™ stage college students to investigate their point of views
towards thas method of lanpuage learming so as to help other language teachers
to conduct more researches in the field of PBL leaning for the sake of
developing student autonomous language learmng.

1. 1.The Problem of the Study.

Unlike the traditional teacher-centered classes where the teacher 15 the
comner stone of the whole process of EFL learming, student-centered class 1s the
class m which students do not mamnly depend on the teacher as the only sources
of the information supply. theyv do not wait for the instruction, words of
approval, comrection, advice, they do not ignore each other but they face each
other and communicate through leaming tasks which are assigned by the teacher
as a facilitator of language learning .In this case students will value each other
contributions in leaming projects | the emphasis in students’ autonomous classes
15 on their pair or group working rather than depending on the teacher while he
15 lectunng most of the time period of the learmng task. The teacher’s role m
autonomous learning 15 a leaming facilitator rather than mstructor (see Jones,
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200°7:3% thus, to loster autonomy there 15 a need to adopl a4 non-tradiliong
teaching stvle which is described as the lacilitaling style in a student-centered
class. The teacher as a facilitator leads leamners to discover and create their own
meanings about the world through the assigned learning projects o gamn
meaningful leaming skills which last longer in their minds according to Ausubel
assimilation theory of learning { Ausubel, 1 968:13). Project-Based Leaming is an
indrvidual or group activity which can be after a period of tune resulting in a
product, presentation, or performance which cannot be forgotten easily. Project
based learming (PBL) 15 that type of learning which helps students to talk more,
share their ideas as one group of the project Jeam from one another, students
feel more confident in exchanging attitudes and suggestion , they use English m
meaningful and realistic situations, and above all they will enjoy the whole
process, In deciding the problem of this study the researcher depended on the
previous researches in the field of project-based learmning which necessitate he
need for further studies she also used similar procedures of the research as they
are used m this study to guarantee good rate of validity and reliability . The
researcher depended on her experience of teaching for more than 15 vears in
mvestigating  students” opmmons of PBL learming. Therefore, the researcher
intended to conduet this study to investigate the students” attitudes towards PBL
techmgue of teaching.

1.2. Aims of the study

The present study aims at investigating EFL learners’ attitudes towards
using project work as a means of promoting their autonomous leaming for better

English Language Leaming in a student- centered class.

1.3. Questions of the Study

Based on the above mentioned aim. the research will try to
answer the following questions:
|- What are the learners’ points of views about PBL?
2 — What learning difficulties students face when sharing new knowledge
across project-work”!

3- Do EFL learners believe that using project work promoies their
antonomous learming in - comparison with the classical methods of
learning?

1.4. Limits of the Study

The current researchers’ investigation to be undertaken here 15 limited to:

1- Department of English at College of Education /Salahaddm University-

Howler
2- 60 students fTom the third academic stage during the academic vear 2012-
2013,
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he project- course 15 called Student-centered classroom.
4- The course book which 1s taught 15 titled Student-Centered Classroom by
Leo Jones 2007)

3- The 6 chapters of the book were distributed on & groups in each section
Key Words:
Project-based learning PBL ~the main idea of project-based learning is
that engaging students in real-world problems to attract their attention
interest and cncourage creative thinking as the students apply new
knowledge in a problem-solving context. The teacher plavs the role of
facilitator. working with students 1o design questions and language tasks
{Bucket,, 2007:3).
Students learning autonomy-it 15 that type of learming by which students
are working together in English, they talk more, Share their ideas, learn
from each other, they feel more secure and less anxious, Use English in a
meaningful. realistic way and enjoy using English to communicateJones,
Leo 2007:3).
Student-centered  classroom: A student-centered classroom isn't a place
where the students decide what they want to learn and what they want to
do. It's also a place where we encourage students to participate in the
learning process all the time. The teacher (and the textbook) help to guide
the students. manage their activities. and direct their learning. (ibid:4)
2. Theoretical Background

The word autonomy, (means law in Greek), started to be used in the field of
language learning by the beginning of the 19707 s although the word  autonomy
has been long used in other fields such as Philosophy, Rehgion, and Medicine.
Henson (2001 as cited in Galileo affirmed the mmportance of autonomy saving
“You cannot teach a man anvthing unless he finds it by himself™ The idea of
autonomy was first used as an idea of personal autonomy 1 contemporary
western political plulosophy (p. 23). Then this word was first used 1n language
learning along with the establishment of the Centre de Recherché d”
Applications en language (CRAPEL) , (i.e. Center for research and
applications i Language Teaching : University of Nancy-France) m the early
1970 s which was dealt with adult education .
2.1. Definition of Autonomy

Autonomy 15 for the most defimtions regarded as the capacity to control

one™s own learming, Nunan (2000) states, that, autonomous learmers are able 1o
determine all the directions of their leaming and actively manage the leaming
process, exercise, and freely select related leaming resources and activities.
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Autonomy o goes under several differenl names, such as sell-regulatory
learming, self-directed leamming, the learmer-centered approach and independent
learning. With such confusing definitions, autonomy 1s so complex that there are
various interpretations depending on how autonomy is defined. Leo (2007)
detines learning g autonomy as the students ability to work alone, in pairs or in
groups preparing ideas or wriling notes before start dim:u*asing a topic, their
ability to do their assignments, grammar, vocabulary exercises alone . reading
and writing to one another without depending mainly of the teacher and they
will be able to interact with the teacher and the whole class through presentation
activities.(Leo, Jones, 2007:3)

In Japan, autonomy has been regarded as importanl, and has been
mcorporated into the leaming setting. Aokl (1998, p. 10) stated that autonomy 13
not only the ability to control one’s self leaming, but pointed out that autonomy
1s the ability to select and plan what and how a student 1s going to learn, and
evaluate the results of learming when he or she desires to leamn something, In
addition to Aocki’s definition, Umeda (2004) argues that autonomous learning
means not only studying alone or selecting, deciding. and planning all by the
students themselves, but alse should be able to ask others for assistance and
make good use of other resources, autonomy has been seen as connected with
the concept of self-directed learming, independence, and mdmvidualization, all of
which leads us to exclaim over what exactly the word autonomy means.

2.2 How to Incorporate Autonomous Learning in the Language
Classroom through project work?

Autonomous learning 1s so valuable because it 1s not only developing
students © learning”, but also helps them to become mtegrative motivated
learners. as  motivation is one of the most important factors that create the
situations where learners can learn effectively. Considering the reality in the
classroom, 1t 18 not s0 practieal o meorporate the entire process of autonomous
learming, but combiming autonomous leaming with other approaches or
sirategies, such as cooperative learming, may work well. Besides, 1t seems that
teachers actually practice autonomous learning in every day teaching; for
instance, they give students the freedom to choose, decide, and plan project
work through cooperative learning, or let the students plan the previous section
Dornyer (20101 ) identifies two classroom changes for autonomy-based teaching:
one is to increase learner participation, and the other is to change the teacher’s
role. In order to increase learmmer autonomous participation m any leanung
process, a number of things must be included:
l-pive the students a chanee to choose what they want to leam about so as to
make them feel that they are authorized.
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EaEnc-:uumge student contributions and peer Lu;tuﬁmg.

3- Allow leamers o use self-assessment procedures.

4-Encourage project work.

To foster autlonomy, teachers need to adopt a somewhat non-traditional
teaching method , often described as the facilitating method in which The
teacher 1s a facilitator helps learners to discover and create their own
experiences about the acquired knowledge because students must engage m
meaningful learning through autonomous activities of project work. (Domyer,
2001:34)

Here are some general points about Project-Based Learning:

1. Project-based leamming (PBL) 15 leamer centered. Students have a significant
role in selecting the content and nature of the projects. Students must
understand what they are projecting, why it is important, and how they will
be assessed. Indeed, students may be able to set some of the aims which they
will be assessed on and how they will be assessed over these amms. All of
these student -centered characteristics of PBL contribute to leamer
motivation and active participation which mayv create A high level of
intrinsic motivation which 15 essential to the success of a PBL lesson.

2. Project-Based Learning as it is seen by the students includes the following

a. It s learner- centered method which mteractively motivating.

b, Encourages cooperative learning among groups of students,

¢. Requires students to produce outcomes, presentation, or
performance.

d. Allows students to make continucus development in their
oltcomes, presentation, or performance.

e. Is designed so that students are actively participating i "doing"
things rather than i "learning about” something.

3- Project-Based Learning as it is seen by the teachers includes the following:

a- Uses authentic assessment.

b-Is teacher facilitated--but the teacher is much more a "puide on the side”
rather than a  "momitor on the stage.”

c-Is rooted 1n constructivism (a social learming theory)

d-The teacher plavs a major role in setting the learmng goals of the project.

e- Teacher and students provide formative evaluation

F-Rubrics created by the teacher facilitate students’ performance assessment,

{Ibid, 55)

2.3. Teacher’s feedback in PBL

For the teachers who use project work within their courses there are several
1ssues that need to be considered when seeking feedback about theuwr students
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performance so as to score therr acluevements o qr project. These 1ssues are
summanzed below:

1- Whether projects are to be undertaken by individual students or groups of
students.

2-group formation needs to be decided.

3- What type of project should be used, 1.e., is the student select the project or

the teacher 15 responsible for selection of the projects?

4-How the project is to be assessed, Students should be aware of the wav of
assessment.

5-Time available 0 complete the project should be stated, thus enabling

students to organize their work schedules.

f- Who is responsible for supervision and leading the group of any project?

7- When does the teacher need to interfere as an instructor or as facilitator the
presentation of the learning projects?

As the process of assessment cannot be ignored in PBL, the teacher should be
certain of the students” ability in the following points when assessing the
students” performance:

1- They selected an appropniate approach to mvestigate the chosen problem
and used appropriate tools and technigues.

2= Use appropriate procedures when calculating results.

3- They interact communicatively in project presentation,

4-they discussed the results and miferences/conclusions thev obtained
correctly

If we carefully guide our students as they develop projects, with clearly
defined aims and objectives, project work allows for the mtegration of several
previously encountered techniques. It may also be designed as a leaming
process in which students are faced with new concepts and unfamiliar activities

J.1.Procedures of the Study

The researcher teacher used 5 -points Likart Scale questionnaire to
measure studenis” opinions about project work, the researcher asked %3
students to fill a questionnaire about how project work helped in fostering
learning autonomy, 60 students respond effectivelv and adequately to the
questionnaire form. The (25) items of the questionnaire were presented to a
Jury members of (10) teachers in the field of EFL from three different
universities (university of Mosul, Baghdad and Mustansria) to evaluate the
questionnaire reliability. qualitative data were collected from the results of
a questionnaire distnibuted on the students by the end of the vear The
questionnaire was admimstered to the students to investigate the change in
the students’ attitudes toward promoting learming autonomy and the
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advantages and positives of thus method of learming as it 1s more stu
centered than the traditional methods of teaching .where 5A= strongly
agree(5).  A=agree(4), N=neutral(3). SD= strongly disagree(2).
D=disagree(l) The researcher analvzed the rescarch data after scoring
students” questionnaire forms and the nmumbers between brackets are for
the purpose of the statistical analysis., sce appendix 1. According to the
data collection technigue. this instrument was given to 60 respondents. and
then the data recalculated as follows:
If we take the first item of the questionnaire form we can see that from
the 60 respondents.  for example;
Respond §: 8 students
Respond 4. 18 students
Respond 3: 17 students
Respond 2: 7 students
Respond 1: 10 students
How to calculate the score of item No.1:
Total score of 8 students respond 5: 8 x 5= 40
Total score of 18 siudents respond 4; 18 x4 =72
Total score of 17 students respond 3: 17 x 3 =51
Total score of 7 students respond 2: 7x2= 14
Total score of 10 students respond 1: 10 x 1= 10
Total = 186
Ideal score for item No.1 (the highest score) = 5 x 60 = 300(8A4)
The lowest score = 1 x 60= 6f (§)
Based on the data (item No. 1) obtained from 60 respondents. the
Valnation of project-based learming lies in (agree) option in the
questionnaire form. So. based on the data (item No. 1) obtained from 64
respondents. the Project-based learning:
186 x 100% = 62. % 1s categorized neutral/ enough.

300

Explanation: Score Interpretation Critena
0% - 20% = Very Weak

21% - 40% = Weak

41% - 60% = Enough

61% - 80% = Strong

B1% - 100% = Very Strong

 errT——

Craikall g SN 33N ¢ 20 Alaall ¢ Apoilod Gy 530 G408 Alse




Investigating EFL  learners’ attitudes towards using project-based
learning as a means of promoting their autonomous learning... ..............
Dr. Nada Jabbar Abbas

3.2 .Data Analvsis and results of the study
To answer the first question of the research that is:
Wiat are learners’ views abont PBL? The following points can be analvzed:

The highest weighted mean score 1o Q17 (4.43) demonstrates that
students realized the importance of auntonomous learning and looked upon
it as a good way of reaching betier understanding, "It helped me to reach
better understand of the subject. Q2. (Mean=3.Y) concerning learners
answers (o the Q6 showed that the majority (86.7%) of the students were
able to decide how to use the computer lab. the libraries and the reference
room to find the
matenals they wanted rather than vsing the fextbooks only. They could
access the information which is necessary 1o their research through the
search engines (Google) on the Internet to provide a source of authentic.
timely, relevant text in the target language. Students learmed to exercise
their critical judgments for the source, validity, reliability and accuracy of
the information so as to extract the precise data they needed. Just as one
stodent Shaima Salam in section (A) Group (2) remarked that: “the fnfernet
15 the largest data storehouse in the world, containing so much information
available to us, In order not to be drowned in the information sea, I had to
improve my skimming and scanning skills to find the most velevant
supporting materials”.

The success of the students' final projects results from their creative
thinking from the statistical result of Q5 (Mecan=3.93). we learn that 80%
of the subjects were able to decide how to complete their share of the task
in their own ways. And their individual reports and my observation notes
also showed that learners could choose their preferred learming methods
and sivles mm agreement with their mierests and cogmitive abilines. For
instance, in group 7. tasks were divided based on each group member's
strengths and weaknesses. "The one who was good at programuming would
be responsible for designing the data shides and selecting the presentation
movies. . .etc; the one who was skillful in writing was in charge of revising
group articles The research also shows that more than 93% subjecis agreed
or strongly agreed that they had the chance 10 modify their way of doing
the group project when necessary (Q7. Mean=4.1). Their research turned
out to be a great success winning the credit for the "Overall Best Group”
and “Best Cooperation Group” in their final group-work assessment, Their
findings. in my opinion. do shed some lights on the students™ ability of
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earming management. For instance. they gave some specific examples of
how language teachers molivate their leammers in different occasions
through external and inlernal rewards, which enable the learner to have a
better understanding the ways by which he could be a better language
teacher in the future. It is no doubt that their successful achievements in the
project can be attributed to their control over the learming method. sece
appendix -1-,

Furthermore. from the researcher’'s observation of the leamers’
individual reports, learners were able to choose their own time and place of
learning in the whole project. The teacher did help to check the action
plans and ensure that tasks in each stage got finished before the deadline.
but it was each group which was responsible for planning the distribution
in time, deciding when a particular aspect of the work should be started.
continued or interrupted. Some groups reported that access to the Internet
enabled them to hold group discussions, ask for other groups' advice or
make theoretical topics available at anytime they wanted. It was evident
that the learning time and space extended beyvond the traditional class
hours and rooms, Of course, different learners require varying degrees of
sell control, but just as Mc Garry (1995) concluded. if leamers are
encouraged to take responsibility for their own work by being given some
control over what, how and when they learn. they are more likely to set
realistic goals. develop strategies for coping with new and unforeseen
situations and gradually learn how 1o be more efficient learners.

To answer the second question of the research that is:  What
learning difficulties students face when sharing new knowledpe across
praject-work? Students faced problems m the following phases:

A, Students” Anxiety

Leamers showed anxiety about how they would gather materials to organize
for a projected chapter. At the begimning each one of them was worried about
the group of concepts that must be included in their project outline. They were
unable to make up their nunds about which materials must be meluded and
which one must be excluded concenung the chapter under project the researcher
tried from time to time to guide them in deciding then outhine of the project to
limit their strategies of searching for the appropriate information and movies,
Imitially the assignment seemed too difficult to achieve because it was contrary
to the traditional methods of teaching which students are more acquainted with.
Their amxety and nervousness 1111'ghl be due to the tact that, the stndents had
never worked autonomous]y.
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B. Time Limitation

Although most of the learners enjoved the PBL activities, yel a few
complained of lack of time, Because they think that it 15 so stressful sometimes
when they get many assignments of other subjects which affect their quality of
performance on their project works, Some of the students claimed that because
of fime limitation they feel embarrassed before the teacher because time allotted
to presentation was linited while their project consists of different presentation
activifies. Others claimed that if they had spare time they might have done better
in their projeets. However, the majority of the students also agreed that PBL
improved their English language skills.

(. Teachers’ Role as the Students View,

For autonomous leamers of EFL, the teacher 1s still a very important
figure 1n the Project —Based autonomous learming because the teacher’s
coordination made 1t easier for the students to plan their projects. At first
gtudents couldn™t understand what the teacher researcher smd, but when she
explained cooperatively, they were satisfied; she grouped, helped. guided and
gave them ideas. Although it was the students™ first experience but under the
gidance and learming facilnation of the researcher teacher they could manage
their projects successfully especially with the 3™ stage students of group (A).
The teacher rescarcher pushed the students mto better performance and tried to
motivale them through competiion. as the researcher mentioned at the
beginning of this section thal she will select the first three good projects to be
prized after students complete their projects. Students fell so happy every time
the teacher appreciates their work which means that thev are highly motivated
by the use of PBL to promote autonomous learning. We conclude that teacher’s
role in PBL is to introduce the program to learmers and give them ideas about the
options available for learming through PEL. Leamning atmosphere cooperative
and supportive (9. Mean=3.93) and 87% of them agreed
or strongly agreed that they could get immediate feedback from the teacher or
the tutor on therr thoughts, 1deas and performance. Another impediment was
the group members” different language levels or standards, see appendix-1.

In {section (B) group 4, for example, most of the group members did
not have a sohd language background and they were slow i learming,
Fortunately. the teacher offered them very individualized suggestions and
patient assistance, such as lowenng the requirements, asking them to review
the research methods and advising them to conduct peer-editing and learn
from others groups, Instead of being a traditional sender of information, the
teacher became the counselor and manager of learning resources. Her
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guldance provi a source for leamers to solve therr own problems. Most
importantly, she helped to build up their confidence m independent leaming

When trving to answer the third question of the research, that is do EFL
learners believe that using project work prometes their autonomous
learning in comparison with the classical methods of learning? The
following can be concluded:

Leamers showed positive views when working through PBL and 90% of
the participants recommend that PBL should be mtroduced as a regular
technique of learning English Because it facilitates good opportunities of
developing self-confidence. independence and self-reliant. The primary reason
for joining PBL was to improve their English language skills and the ahility to
write meaningful articles about each concept presented in the chapter under
project. An mteresting and perhaps unexpected outcome of PBL research was a
change n the attitude of some students towards leamer autonomy. Searching
and selecting suitable matenials developed the students” sense of judgment,
mproved their undtrst;mrling and developed their comprehension. To sum up,
the outeomes of the research indicate leamners’ positive ideas on PBL, their use
of strategies, conhdence bulldmg and ymprovement m language skills. Teachers
of the two classes where PBL was introduced became conscious of the building
up learner autonomy as a potential for learming. These indications are similar to
what other researchers pointed out mn their research findings.

This project is regarded as a "qualitv-oriented education”. during
which students can put
what they have leamed into practice and acquire knowledge they cannot
learn from books only . All the subjects concluded that the project built up a
bridge between books and real life. In the university. thev did not have to
worry about anything, They learned to be patient, persistent and diligent;
how to speak appropriately indifferent situations, how to contact people of
all tvpes and how to gain other people’s understanding and support. In fact.
this research project enabled them to gain a deep msight o the sections
of the book before they reach the final written exam, Students were
engaged in meaningful tasks and solve meaningful problems in the CALL
project. They bridged the gap between hands-on work and absiract
learning, but also succeeded in tackling tasks which they would face in the
near future. just as one group writes in their project research report
"During the research. we met a lot of difficulties, We have been refused
and laughed at for many times. But we believe what we have done in this
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emic yvear will benehil our major study : nally w : helpiul to
our future career” (section A-Group 3),
3.3. Conclusion

Learner avtonomy 1s considered as a highly desirable outcome of
learning, However,
autonomy 15 a process, not a product one does not become autonomous,
one only works towards autonomy. Therefore, a tramming process needs to
be carmied out between the traditional spoon-feeding method and learner
control. The research project just serves as a training process. taking
students from their states of varving degrees of dependence to the state of
the greatest degree of independence. It starts from larger groups towards
smaller groups. pairs and finally mdividuals and from giving the studenis
fewer choices concerning their learning and work towards many choices,
and finally freer choices such as open-ended tasks. thus allowing students
to make their choices entirely on their own. Besides. it provides the perfect
opportunity for learners to go oul and use their language. In becoming
actively mvolved in the process of learming, students may set their own
objectives. By working independently of the teacher both inside and
outside the classroom and selecting and vsing the strategies best suited to
the occasion, they may realize a sense of autonomy. This learner training
process can broaden the horizons of the learner and may empower him or
her to become autonomous in their present or future language learning. The
whole project not only involves the students' active participation and
cooperation, but also sets a high demand on teachers. Many people assume
that the teachers in the autonomous settings will transfer all responsibilities
to learners. thus becoming a redundant part of the learning process. As a
matter of fact, the success of LA enhancement depends to great extent on
an active role for teachers. In other words, the teacher still plavs an
mdispensable role in working towards antonomous learmng, but instead of
being the traditional knowledge giver, he or she will be a facilitator
counselor and a helper. His or her guidance and encouragement will prove
beneficial towards learners’ autonomous learning, as all learmers need to be
prepared and supported on the path to greater autonomy (Jones, 2001).
3.4. Recommendations

Although big number of recommendations can be presented here but it can
be limited to the following:
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1- .18 a4 poweriul strategy that can be used m dilflerenl courses of r
teaching.

Z-autonomous leaming can be best achieved through engaging students in self -
reliant activities,

3-leamming through project needs a wvery well arranged processes of
brainstorming by both the facilitator (teacher) and the members  of the
project students) for a better processing and sharing of new ideas.

4-focusewd techniques of brainstorming can be acquired through teacher —
students” collaboration at early stages of the project design.

S-using educational technology (IT) 15 something fundamental n desigmng,
planning and fulfilling any learning project
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Appendix-1
Students’ Questionnaire form
Dear Student:

Pleas mdicate to which extend vour project leamning has enhanced the
following Project Competencies: (Please say whether vou agree. neutral or
disapgree with statements given below, using the following scale: 5=strongly
agree 4 = agree, 3=Neutral, 2=strongly disagree. |=disagree). Please put an X"
in the appropriate box selected

o, Competencies
A- | Project Planning & fulfiliment Stages | Stongly | Agree | Mewtml | Disagres Srongly
Agrec(3] | (4) (3) (2] Diisagrea (1)

1- | During planning stage, the review of
past progect plans 15 done

2- | Dunng planmng stage, the review of
pist, lessons learned is done

3- | When starting a new project, the team
members are able to  heve a betier
undesstanding  of the nght work
methods o follow to ensure project
BLCCEaE

4- | In every new project  stwdents  ane
gquickly  Trensferring the  new
knowiedoe to other projects.

A project 15 ususlly seen as a leaming
opporiunity o complede their share of
the task in their

Crin ways bul not 4 chance of wasting
timie.

bl

6- | Propect  teams  readily  share  new
“lezszoms leamed from project success

again especiaily when using compulers
tabr and imbtormatienal technologaIT)

7- | Project teams readily admit and share

new lessons learned”  from project
friluze,

8 | Somenmes, project lepms  encoumler
the same problem over and over

9. | Dunng the planmng stage, the oroup
members had time 1o do presproject’
reviews imto the project plan throush
potting imemediate feedback from the
teacher or the on their thoughts, 1deas

anil performance
B- | Difficenities af sharing mew knowledge | Strongly Hgree | Neutral Disagree | Sirongly
aAcress project-work Agree [rizagres

10- | Students carmot understand things well
encugh  when  they  are  studying
midwidually, so they always v a
deffarent appraach.
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12-

Stedents often have trouble m making
sense of the things they  riust
remsember.

13.

Genesally they kesp working hard even
when things are not going well becise
they are unsble to classify techneques
of designing project work

Te

The most difficult thing is to prepere
the project, as searching, outlining, the
powwer poant and the rest

Fehirt elo pon expect fo pet from the
exrerignce of project-wiork for o
belter anfonamaus fearming

Strangly

Tewiral

Strongly

Strongly .
1 [hzagree

15-

I hope this new experience will change
me nto mose independent and seif-
confident learmer

13-

I expect to [ind the new techaique of
fearming o imteresting one.,

17-

it helped me to Teach better anderstand
0f the subject

18-

Its an area [ will need 1o know abot
for my apeaking fluency and
ACCUTACY

1%

It s ruot what 1 would have chosen but
it"s compulsory.

Project-based work forces me o keop
focusad 1n a group

11-

I femd 10 st Bearn things witheut
thunking about the best wayv to work.

[ expect Lo develop my self-confidence
when interacting ih the class

DHscussions were very uséful, the
project poal was clear, our teacher
workad very hard with us and give us
enough instructon

b

that aasy ore

»

The project improved my speaking and
resding skiils,

Note: you can add any suggestions for a better project-based

learning,

Cralallh g SED daad ¢ 20 alaeall ¢ Al Ay sl G18 Al




Investigating EFL  learners”  attitudes towards using  project-based
learning as a means of promoting their autonomous learning... ..............
Dr. Nada Jabbar Abbas

Appendix-1
Weighted mean and percentages of students’ responses of the
questionnaire form

Factors Sub-factors Weighted | Percent
Mean
1- | Durnng planning stage, the review of 3.39 %
past project plans is done.
- 2- | Duning planning stage, the review of 223 77%
past, lessons learned is done.
3- | When starting a new project, the team 444 §5%

members are able to have a better
understanding of the nght work
methods to follow to ensure project
SUCCESS

4= | In everv new project, students are J.39 &%
quickly Transferring the new
knowledge to other projects.

Project planming & | 5. | A project is usually seen as a leaming | 3.93 87%
fulfillment stages opportunity not a chance of wasting
time.

6- | Project teams readily share new 4.1 #5%
“lessons learned” from project
SUCCEsS.

7- | Project teams readily admit and share 443 5%

new . lessons leamed” from project
farlure.

8- | Sometimes, project teams encounter 393 F7%
the same problem over and over again

9= | During the planning stage, the group 393 87
members had time to do pre-project’

reviews mto the project plan through
getting immediate feedback from the
teacher or the on their thoughts, ideas

and performanee,
10- | Students find 1t difficult to relate weas 4.2 83%
BDifficulties af that they come across to other topics
sharing new or other courses whenever possible.
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M [ a7ty
project-work

students olten have rouble m making

sense of the thmes they must
remember.

4

‘0

12-

Generally they keep working hard
even when things are not going well
because they are unable to classaify
techniques of designing project work.

443

5%

13-

The most ditficult thing is to prepare
the praject, as searching, outlimng, the
power point and the rest.

3.93

8 7%

HWhat do you
expect to get from
the experience of

project-work fora
better autenomons
learning

14-

I hope this new experience will
change me into more independent and
self-contident learner.

15

4.1

¥3%

change me into more independent and
self-confident learner.

16-

3.93

#7%

I expect to find the new technigue of
learning more inferesting one.

17-

443

85%

understand of the subject.

444

5%

18-

It's an area | will need 1o know about
for my speaking fluency and

ACCUTHCY.

4407

§8%

1t's not what I would have chosen but
it's compulsory,

404

84%

Project-based work forces me to keep
focused in a group

4.1

¥5%

| tend to just leam things without
thinking about the best wav to work.

393

8 7%

[ expect to develop my self-confidence
when interacting in the class.

4.1

85%

IDiscussions were verv useful. the
project goal was clear; our teacher
worked very hard with us and give us
enough instruction.

24

444

The project wasn't difficult also not
that easy one

4.1
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