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Anatomical study of Potamogeton

(potamogetonaceae) in Iraq
Sahar A.A. Malik Al-Saadi
Department of Biology, College of Science, University

of Basra.

Summary
An anatomical study of six species of genus
Potamogeton from lragq, P. crisps L., P. lucens L., P.
pectinatus L, P. nodosus poir, P. perfoliatus L. and P.
praelongous Wulf were studied. It was clear that certain
structural characteristics were of significant importance n
separation of these taxa, such as the presence of
hypodermis in the leaves, endodermis of U-type and o-type
and divided the species to five groups depending on

vascular bundle arrangement.

Stomata absence from the abaxial and adoxial
surface of leaves of all examined species. The ground
tissue was spongy with numerous and large air cavities in
all studied taxa. Transverse sections of stems were
characterized as circle in P. pectinatus while semi-circular
in P. praelongus, while the rectangular was clearly in the
rest of the species. The stem anatomy of P.perfoliatus 1s
characterized by a central stele in which three of the four
median bundles, while with seven to nine separated
vascular bundles in P.prealongus.
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