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The Role of the Social Media Sites in activating
Participation in the Iragi Parliamentary
Elections in 2014

PH. A.DR. Hafedh Yaseen Al-Batran
PH. A.DRMuhamed h. Alwan

Abstract

The technical development originating the internet is considered a
very big leap in developing the means of communication. The emergence
of social media sites made these modern means effective in all fields,
including the political ones, and specifically the parliamentary elections,
which determine the rightful leaders of nations and peoples.

The problem of the research is identified by a fundamental question:
What is the role of social media sites in activating participation in the
Iragi parliamentary elections that took place in 2014? The importance
of this research results from the importance of knowing the reasons that
prompt the public to depend on social media to get general information and
news and particularly those related to the elections, because the elections'
results are important in determining the future and fate of nations and
peoples.

The discussion tackles the importance of social media sites to
support and stimulate the political participation in the lIragi elections, and
their effect on the people's behavior and participation in the elections.

The research is one of the descriptive studies that depend on survey

approach, both descriptive and analytic of an intentional single sample of

400 social media sites users aged 18 years and older for all educational and

different economic levels.

The researcher used a questionnaire to gather information divided
into several themes covering hypotheses and questions and concluding
several results, namely: -

- There is a statistic significant correlation between the degree of the
respondents’ interaction on the social media sites and dependence
motivation (utilitarian and ritual).

- There is a positive correlation between the degree of respondents'
interaction on the social media sites and their attitudes (positive and
negative) about political participation in the parliamentary elections.

The researcher recommended the need to improve the use of social
media sites and invest hyperlinks and interactive features provided by them
in broadcasting and presenting programs and electoral campaigns of the
candidates.
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