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The development of Astronomy in Iraq in the
Abbassian Era

Abstract

It is well know that the interest of muslims in the science of astronomy came as a
result of religious and scientific motives . The expanding of Islamic land during the
abbassian era because of the large Islamic conquests which had been achieved by the
orthodox caliphs and in the Awawian Era till the coming of the Abbassian Era . These
lands wery mostly deserted « so the walking through them needs to know the stars as a
gaide during the night to the walking of the commercial cararans among the Islamic
states and in order to identify the time of praying for each country « it was required to
know the geographic position ¢« length < width and the location of the sun as well as the
kiblah ( the direction ) of praying also the beginning and the end of Ramadan month
need to see the cresent (moon ) where the clear eye in not enough to see that .

The astronomy had been developed because of the most needs for the society ¢
actually muslims didn’t creat this science from nothing ¢ they brought it from previous
nations and they gave it their interst « creation and thought . The attention in this science
was continued in the education (Arabic area since the second higrian century ( eight
meladian century ) where the arab used the avaible information in the theoretical
astronomy and they wrote books in this field ¢« also they built special and general
observatories in order to serve this science .
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