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The role of the lullaby and its musical characteristics
Dr. Ahmed Jihad Al-Badr

Abstract

This study explains the role and the function of the lullaby songs in general and
focusing on the Iraqi lullaby songs. In the first stage of this study, a considerable
discussion has been roused about the terminology of the lullaby in Arabic literatures. In
addition, I am suggesting and adopting a new term is in this study.

This study consists of three main topics. The first is ‘the role of the lullaby in
raising children’, which discuss the spread of lullaby as a universal genre. In addition, it
discuss the impact of the lullaby on the children psychologically, its impact on
strengthening the relationship between the mother and her infant and the role of lullaby
in therapy.

The second topic is ‘lullaby in Iraq’, which covers a historical part before
discussing the general description of the setting and the common elements in
completing and completion the lullaby ‘ceremony’.

The third topic in this study is ‘the musical characteristics of the Iraqi lullaby’, which
contains an explanation of the procedures of collecting, writing transcriptions, and
analysing samples of a lullabies according to an analytical standard which been
designed for this study to assist achieving the musical characteristics of the Iraqi
lullabies. Finally, the results have been discussed and a conclusion has been presented.
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