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ABSTRACT

IMPACT OF COOPERATIVE INVESTIGATION AND GROUPS’
COMPETITION ON THE SECOND YEAR INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE HISTORY LESSON
Prepared by: Instr. Basha’ir Maoulood Tawfiq (Ph.D)

Chapter One

Significance and Justification of the Study

Educationists have been paying recently great intention to the activities and
performances that make the student the core of the teaching-learning process. One of
such activities is using the cooperative learning procedure. In this study the
cooperative approach was used, for its importance and efficacy in teaching. This
approach, in fact, depends on information collection from various sources, with giving
the students a role in this information collection in the form of collective project. Then,
the teacher and the students set the plan together, in order each one of the group to be
charged with a certain task. But, the teacher here had to guide the student to the
various sources of information, by asking them to undertake purposeful activities.
After achieving information collection, supervised by the teacher, the students were to
analyze the obtained information and demonstrating it to in the classroom. A collective
assessment was made then by the students themselves, via groups assessing the work
of each other.

Aims of the Study:

Impact of co-operative investigation and groups’ competition on the of the
intermediate school second year students’ achievements in the History Lesson.
Hypotheses of the Study:

1 - No statistically-significant difference would be found at the level 0.05, in the
female students’ marks average in achievement, between those who learn under the
cooperative investigation approach and those who learn under the groups’ competition
approach.

2 - No statistically-significant difference would be found at the level 0.05, in the
female students’ marks average in achievement, between those who learn under both,
the cooperative investigation approach and the groups’ competition approach, on the
one hand, and those who learn under the traditional (usual) approach, on the other
hand.

Limits of the Study:

The research is limited to the female-students/ second year/ intermediate school/ in the
intermediate and secondary schools/morning classes/ in Baghdad City/ Alrussafah 2™
for the academic year 2008- 2009.

Basic Terms Specification Used in the Study:

- Cooperative investigation
- Competition

- Achievements
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CI iapter TWO surveys previous studies about investigation and groups’ competition
Chapter Three demonstrates the research methodology as follows:

First: Experiment Designing — the study adopted an experimental design with two
experimental groups, standard group and post-achievement test

Secondly: Research Community- female-students/ second year/ intermediate school/ in
the intermediate and secondary schools/morning classes/ in Baghdad City/ Alrussafah
2" for the academic year 2008- 2009.

Thirdly: Research Sample— Three sections student were randomly distributed among
three research groups, on the ground that each section represents a research group:
section A represent the experimental group 1, section C represents the experimental
group 2 and section B represents the control (invariable) group. The total number of
the student-participants in the experiment was 93.

o The study made equivalency by using the variables (the previous year History
Lesson marks of the final examination of the first year students/intermediate, and
previous information test marks in the History Lesson).

o Depending on the general objectives and the History material contents to be
taught in the course of the experiment , the study designed 13 behavioral objectives ,
distributed according to Bloom’s classification, among the three levels of the cognition
field ( cognition, understanding and application).

o A test was previously designed to measure the achievement of the female-
students participating in three groups of the research.

o A number of statistical means were used among them: equation of difficulty
and item distinction ; Person’s correlation coefficient and Spearman-Brown equation
Chapter Four demonstrates the findings and their analysis these finding were reached
in accordance with the study aims and hypotheses (the study hypotheses were refuted,
because the findings have showed that three statistically-significant differences could
be found between the three groups’ students).

Fourthly: Conclusions — in the light of the reached findings, it was possible to
conclude the following:

. The cooperative investigation and groups’ competition procedures have positive
impact on increasing the intermediate second year students’ achievements at the tree
levels of Bloom’s classification of the cognition domain (remembering, understanding
and application).

Fifthly: Recommendations - in the light of the reached findings, it was possible to
recommend the following:

o It is necessary for the History Lesson teachers to use cooperative investigation
and groups’ competition procedures in teaching the History materials, in order to
increase the students’ achievements

Sixthly: Suggestions — for gaining further findings in the topic of this study the
following could be suggested:
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o Carrying out a study similar to this study applicable on the other learning

stages, and for both, male-students and female-students
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